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Looking forward to Murdoch’s Centenary

Miles Leeson

It has been just over a year since the Iris Murdoch Research Centre was inaugurated at
the University of Chichester and, looking back at what has been achieved in 2017 by
both the centre and Murdoch scholarship worldwide, it seems clear that there is a growing
base for our centenary celebrations in 2019. The highlight of this past year has been the
first major conference at Chichester, following on from the seven previous at Kingston,
where we had over a hundred attendees, of whom over 60 gave papers on a fascinating
range of subjects: most focusing on ‘Gender and Trauma’, the theme of our conference. I
was particularly pleased to be able to welcome Paul Hullah and Wendy Jones Nakanishi
from the Japanese Society. The movement of the centre to Chichester was outlined by
Frances White in the previous newsletter and, since then, we have taken on PhD students
(with two to follow in February) and we have a visiting scholar with us from China.
The centenary comes at something of crossroads for Murdoch scholarship. After
suffering a decline in popularity after her death in 1999 (certainly in fictional terms) it
now appears that there is something of a resurgence of interest in her work. There have
been several events organised by those outside the society in recent months, and Frances
White and [ were delighted to be invited to discuss Murdoch’s philosophical work at
Durham University in February this year. The symposium, organised by the ‘InParenthesis
working group based at Durham, aim to bring together the work of Murdoch, Elizabeth
Anscombe, Philippa Foot, and Mary Midgley; we were delighted that Mary was able
to join us and be part of the discussions. We returned to Chichester assured that the
legacy of these women, and of Murdoch in particular, will continue to grow and develop.
Murdoch’s fictional work has recently been praised in a variety of national papers in
the UK, and A.N. Wilson’s talk at the conference in September assured us that her
novels will endure. Although there is much more to be done, we envisage 2019 being
a key year for widen recognition of her work. The next year will bring several major
publications, including the much-awaited volume on Murdoch in the ‘Writers and their



Work™ series by Anne Rowe, now Visiting Professor at Chichester, and Gary Browning’s
‘Why Iris Murdoch Matters’, and other collections.

The central event of 2019 will be our centenary conference; to be held in Oxford
from the 13™ — 15™ July. We are delighted to be working with both St. Anne’s and
Somerville Colleges who will be hosting us during this time. St. Anne’s College will be
providing the main venue, and our accommodation, and Somerville have kindly agreed
to host an exhibition of major items connected with Murdoch. Alongside this we are
aiming to arrange a public lecture in Oxford on the afternoon or evening of the 12%
July which we hope to have this confirmed early in 2018. As the Murdoch archive at
Kingston University is moving into new accommodation in early 2019 we aim to have
an exhibition and events there later in the year. Events in Chichester are also being
planned with a longer exhibition to feature in the Autumn of 2019 to coincide with other
activities. We would be keen to have a revival of her work for the stage, but this is
very much in the planning stage at present. As 2019 will also be the 20" anniversary
of Murdoch’s death we are now, for the first time, able to apply for a blue plaque to
be placed on a building connected with her. We believe her flat in Cornwall Gardens,
London would be the ideal location. The regular newsletter from the Society will
continually update these plans and flesh out the detail.

So much to do in anticipation! We very much hope that all members of both the Iris
Murdoch Society, and the Japanese Society will be able to be together in the Summer of
2019 to celebrate her life and work; and at your conference in Japan that year.

(Director of the Iris Murdoch Research Centre, University of Chichester)
(Lead Editor of the Iris Murdoch Review)

Report on the 8" International Murdoch Conference
University of Chichester, England

Wendy Jones Nakanishi

The 8" International Murdoch Conference, devoted to the theme of ‘Gender and Trauma’
and held on 1-2 September 2017 in Chichester, celebrated a new collaboration between
that city’s university and the Iris Murdoch Archive Project at Kingston University in
London, with Chichester University having become an international focal point for
Murdoch research and Kingston University continuing to host the archive and visiting
researchers.

It was a joyous, exuberant occasion characterized by stimulating, enlightening
presentations of the highest quality followed by vigorous exchanges of views. The
organization was impeccable. Many participants enjoyed on-site accommodation at
Chichester’s University’s Bishop Otter campus. Breakfast and lunch was provided at the
university refectory. A wine reception and the launch of the eighth issue of the Iris



Murdoch Review was held on the evening of September 1%, followed by the conference
dinner at ‘Bill’s’ restaurant in the city. The sun literally shone on this conference: its two
days blessed by good weather of bright skies and mild, pleasant temperatures.

Plenary speakers included Professor Emeritus Anne Rowe (Kingston) who spoke
on her twenty years experience of teaching Iris Murdoch, AN. Wilson, author of Iris
Murdoch as I Knew Her, who provided personal reminiscences, Professor Gary Browning
(Oxford Brookes), who talked of Murdoch as a ‘history woman, and James Jefferies, an
independent scholar, who has embarked on — and nearly completed — an ambitious project
to provide an on-line digitalized map of persons and places mentioned by Murdoch in her
work. Here is the link to his project: https://irismurdoch.info

Over the course of the two-day conference, there were eighteen panel discussions,
with each panel consisting of three separate presentations lasting twenty-minutes followed
by a question-and-answer session.

On this occasion, the usually numerous Japanese contingent was limited to three
members of the Iris Murdoch Society of Japan: the Society president, Paul Hullah, Fiona
Tomkinson, and Wendy Jones Nakanishi. All three gave presentations. Still, it was an
international gathering, with other attendees hailing from the States, Hungary, Sweden,
Ireland, Norway, the Czech Republic, Spain, Italy, Australia, the Netherlands and Finland.

The beginning and ending of the event provided opportunities for outdoor instruction
and contemplation that one can imagine Murdoch herself might have enjoyed. For the
numerous participants who had arrived in Chichester the day before the conference was
to open, on August 31%, a walking tour of the city was arranged by Dr. Miles Leeson —
the new Director of the UK Iris Murdoch Society and editor of its Review upon Anne
Rowe’s retirement from these positions — followed by an informal dinner. During the tour,
a professional guide pointed out the Roman and medieval foundations of this beautiful old
cathedral city.

Anyone interested was invited to join an optional walking tour of London held on
the day following the conference — 3 September — to visit sites featured in Murdoch’s
novels and particularly in The Black Prince. It was organized and led by Chery Bove,
co-author (with Anne Rowe) of the seminal study entitled Sacred Space, Beloved City:
Iris Murdoch's London.
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Iris Murdoch and The Tale of Genji

Fiona Tomkinson

The paper discusses Iris Murdoch’s fascination with Murasaki Shikibu’s The Tale of Genji,
beginning with biographical evidence, including her visit to Ishiyama-dera to see the place
of its composition.

I then show how passing allusions in Murdoch’s work to The Tale of Genji, including
the famous cat-stealing episode, witness to her continuing engagement with the work and
go on to discuss the similarities between the psychology of the protagonists in The Tale
of Genji and that of Murdoch’s characters.

The major points of comparison are that of the complications of multiple erotic
relationships, the pains of jealousy and frustrated love and, above all, the tendency of
characters to find substitutes for lost love objects. Centuries before Freud, Murasaki
Shikibu shows us how Genji seeks a substitute for his dead mother in the person of
Fujitsubo, whom his father the Emperor has married due to her resemblance to her —
thwarted in this forbidden relationship (though not before he has impregnated his father’s
wife) he then finds a substitute for her in her ten-year old niece Murasaki, though he
must wait for her to grow up. Meanwhile, he is involved in a string of other substitutive
satisfactions, losses and abandonments which have close parallels with the girouettes
d’amour which Murdoch gives us in her novels. The theme of abandoning the world in
The Tale of Genji also has links with this recurring trope in Murdoch’s novels.

Finally, I discuss specific passages in The Black Prince and The Sea, the Sea which
correspond to episodes in Genji — the Yugao episode and Genji’s exile at Suma and
Akashi.
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“Any Day is a Kissing Day”:
Iris Murdoch’s Letters as Expressions of Intimacy

Wendy Jones Nakanishi

It has been argued that Iris Murdoch was driven by a desire for intimacy — emotional
and intellectual as well as physical — with as many people as possible. She confessed to
her friend Brigid Brophy in 1964 that ‘As far as I am concerned any day is a kissing
day . This desire for intimacy is linked to the fact that reading, writing and talking all
represented erotic acts for her and that she felt herself on a mission in life to be a
disinterested force for moral good.

Murdoch used letters as a tool to establish and maintain this ideal of intimacy not
only with friends but also with people she had never met — and would never meet. It is
possible, now, to take an overview of Murdoch’s habits as a letter writer because of the
2015 publication Living on Paper, edited by Avril Horner and Anne Rowe, that consists
of over 760 letters written by Murdoch over the course of sixty-one years, few of which
had been published before.

The act of writing was central to Murdoch’s life. Her desire for intimacy with as
many people as possible led to a reliance on letters that enabled her to maintain close
relations with old friends while also to reach out to new acquaintances. Murdoch’s
deafness and possession of a character genial but, at times, remote, enhanced the
congeniality of the letter for her. The complicated nature of her personal life also meant
letters served the function of helping her to compartmentalize her various duties, roles and
relationships.

Living on Paper represents only a small selection of Murdoch’s letters. The number
she actually wrote and sent was huge: an estimated ‘mountain’ of correspondence. The
3,200 letters held in the Iris Murdoch Research Archive at Kingston University in London
from which Horner and Rowe made their selection is probably matched by at least that
number elsewhere.

Murdoch was in the habit of spending four hours a day writing replies, in longhand,
to almost every letter she received, using her preferred Montblanc fountain pen, refusing
only to respond to correspondents obviously ‘mad or bad" . She devoted her mornings to
her novels and philosophical writings and her afternoons to her letter writing, sitting at a
desk once owned by J.R.R. Tolkien.

Conradi suggests that ‘pen-friendship offered her cost-free intimacy, a point of entry
into the imaginative worlds of others, and a stage on which to try out her own personae’
— and that the information elicited from them fed into Murdoch’s fiction.

In 1968 Murdoch boasted to Foot that she felt she had a special talent for letter
writing: ‘T have in fact only once corresponded with anyone (now departed from my
life) who was as good at writing letters as I am’ . Writing letters was not a form of



drudgery, a duty to be grudgingly performed. Murdoch found it a joyous enterprise and
once remarked, also to Foot, that T can live in letters’



H¥h 5 DBHIS B

BBER LY

20184F & 1) FHR SCHORZE O FEG e D HB R
OIPYB LN T, INFTOITTETH IS
L. DEDEHLETEEDIS, FrLWYoh
BRAEICHEROIIHE - Skt LA LK B
w7 LE$,

B20EAZICONT

B520181 K 2313 201 84K 2 FUAR SCHOR S CRIME T
ETT. HEMNRE D REFZBOERKIITTHE
Wz LET,

WHFessaR. Feplaeid, BBla e K25 L CwE S,

MIEREFZICOWTIILTOEETEEE Y ZEN
LETOTINEL LSS L) BEVYWLET,

~—Fy ZRNIESLT, v— Fv 7 LA
DR, BAEWN BN b 2ER, ~—Fv 2
WL EHFE TR, ~— Ky 7 1B SH
72 BN AIVER 7 ST AHF2E583E L 4
T FET. BRT—VIIRERES (HERFEOLEE
12007 F2 B, JERE O34 13400 words F2 ) & ik
ZTBHAARLIZE W,

GG HRT AV R - w— Fv 7 3#E&4H

SERMEMH ¢ 3852540, HEILEDLS

¥ 40 H o 20184E6H K H

HLiAAR KA. FTR. EPT. BT HRILC

T611-0041 FHSIFF TG TIAR BT T /280
THCHORS: g ENEEN
HATANA - x— Ny 7 3#EEHRIT

SEHT | 2016w Eostgs
(20164F1H1H ~20164F12H31H)  (HA7: H)
A DHEB

CIESs: S5 452,417
ELHE 155,000
IR 4 1,470
=E1 608,887
FHOER
HER

—a— AL ¥ —HIRE
(EIRISAE D S D3k 2 &) 40,176

e - e R 72,569

SER 1) GV e A AL 20,000

AEflZCEE - 1EiHE 30,950

55 R 7,000
LS AN - 12,000
HRIE 2,619
BE - HEH
Za— AL & — kK 5,460
EDIRIE AR 1) 3A A0k 648
EAsE A 1,976
SR R 3,116
AR RN S5 6,280
=L R=TH— N—fHHE 5142
K== F A4 3,909
K= L= THEIE 12,000
ARt 151,276
=G 457,611
FEREE

~— Ny 7 O N ERLEmOWFEIZ D % 5
B+ TR - RO OGERER 2 & O R % 5
EHLFET, BOESLVWNETHBETT, &
o TCTHEMCIEIVET L) BHVWLET,

A3 1600FAEE. MS U — TR E B

wwzLEd, (FHEEEMRS Z M
FET.)
fEtl v - 20184E10H31H
* e AT
kayo aqua@oregano.ocn.ne.jp
ERAd b

T216-0003
I T /i XA B58-19-4

W& &

Za— ALy —EI9FxBEITVWAELEYT, T
6 LWERE BEE ST LA
L, ZLOREFOTH I E2EF LS
EXRELSBILPLETES HOEDLLT,
CITERDP T VWE LS 4 Holom & B E T8,
TR EEWT IS WIS,

Lhb, 2= AL F—~OTH e, £HF
IALLLBEHVWALET,



BA7AYVAR - v—Fy /2B ELE

4 £ Paul Hullah (BHIEZEBERES)
R FFPMEUAS (RARH KRS - 28 80%)
FEFIS R CPEERE RS
HOFE HLET (TERSERY - 2B
FEAHEM AR (AR RS - BEHIR)
KR (FRERFIEH L)
KEFHE (FILFERERS)
REFIS R CPRBUERE RS
g ¥ GUERSCEORY)
Wendy Jones Nakanishi (I 4% B K52)
Paul Hullah (BHiG5BERS:)
FHAF (BRLTFRSE)

OHE ONEETR

HH%E PE W GRS

£ Fb WEEE CPRERKRS)

V— Ry IZERER—LNRX—=-IFKLAR

http://irismurdochjapan.jp/jp/

The Iris Murdoch Newsletter of Japan No.19

BITE HATA)A - =— Ky 754

4 & Paul Hullah

o B FEERERT

HER RESCHKRFE hE BIR=R
T 611-0041
TUHBHE IR TR S T T /2 80
Tel. 0774-25-2883 Fax. 0774-25-2481
e-mail: y-naka@po.kbu.ac.jp




