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The Message from The Iris

In The Sea The Sea, the retired actor/
director Charles Arrowby, musing on
his past career, reflects in a rather mys-
terious way that “people were sur-
prised that I was so popular in Japan.
But I knew why, and the Japanese
knew”. The passing thought remains
enigmatic, never explained or explored,
but the implication that there is some se-
cret affinity between Charles’'s work
and the Japanese consciousness lingers
and frustrates the imagination. Iris
Murdoch, it seems, could have made
Charles’s remark, quite appropriately,
about herself. The inauguration of the
Iris Murdoch Society of Japan, sup-
ported as it is with such a splendid ar-
ray of Japanese scholarship, implies a
similar, special affinity between the
Japanese and the work of Iris Murdoch.

The “parent” Iris Murdoch Interna-
tional Society, is delighted with the
news that Japan is to have its own inde-
pendent Society. We wholeheartedly
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ZL DA PERFLOFHICEH LPffshTu
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ZOMFICIEZ 5 EDPHRBTRELLFL LR
DETIOLEDEEHLTITEEBEELE T,

Murdoch International Society

support the forum for philosophical and
intellectual debate which this Society
will provide. It will cultivate research in
Murdoch studies; 1t will foster the con-
tinuation of debate on her ideas, her
literature and her philosophy, and will
provide a further means of linking
Murdoch scholars all over the world.
From Cheryl Bove, the American Edi-
tor of the Iris Murdoch Newsletter, and
myself, come congratulations and good
wishes to you all. We look forward to a
long and productive relationship be-
tween the two Societies. We also look
forward to reading and sharing the intel-
lectual fruits of this very special First

- Conference of the Iris Murdoch Society

of Japan.
With very best wishes.

Dr Anne Rowe
European Editor
The Iris Mrudoch Newsletter (UK&USA)
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John Bayley #Zd 6 RKELSANDFHK

When Iris and I came to Japan on a
lecture visit for the British Council, now
nearly eight years ago, we specially
enjoyed our marvelous weekend at
Okayama University. At once we felt
among friends; and not friends only but
discerning readers and admirers of Iris’s
novels and of her work in philosophy.
When we left Japan we continued to
keep in touch with the new friends we
had made, and especially with Profes-
sor Yozo Muroya, a doyen of Iris
Murdoch studies, the poet and teacher
Paul Hullah, the painter and writer
Christopher Heywood, and Professor
Neil McEwan, now teaching at Nara
Women’s University.

That was three years before Iris
began to show the symptoms of Alz-
heimer’s disease, the affliction which
was to put an end to her creative ca-
reer. [ remember very well the moment
when Iris said to me in a sad and puz-
zled tone that she could not get on with
the novel that was to be her last, Jack-
son’s Dilemma, because she could not
make out who was this mysterious fig-
ure of Jackson, nor understand how he
had entered her conception of the new
novel. I was puzzled and disturbed
myself-worried too-as I recorded in the
Memoir of Iris, and of our life together
which has recently been published. It
seemed to me after the event that Jack-
son was a premonitory figure, an omen
of her forthcoming illness of which his
creator was unconscious at the time,

and whose nature and purpose her mind
could not make out.

Almost her last coherent statement be-
fore she succumbed to the loss of
speech ability which is a cruel aspect of
the disease was that she was “sailing
into the dark.” Sailing perhaps under
the dark escort of the last character in
all that wonderful pantheon of beings
who represent her inimitable achieve-
ment as a novelist.

I am still able to look after Iris, sad
as her situation now is;and it gives me
great pleasure that all she has done in
more than fifty years of a great career
as writer and philosopher is now being
honored by the foundation of the Iris
Murdoch Society and especially of the
Iris Murdoch Society of Japan, which
will be inaugurated under the presi-
dency of Professor Muroya. Most
warmly do I wish the Society well ; and
I know that Iris —modest as she is and
always has been about her achievements
— would do the same. I honor too
those readers and admirers of Iris who
have themselves wished to honor her by
setting up the Society. By their aca-
demic intercourse, and in their meetings
and discussions, they will always be find-
ing new aspects of her work in which to
rejoice, and which they will illuminate
by their continued understanding and
appreciation.
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The Message From Professor Peter Conradi

Many thanks for your kind letter,
dated 14 Jan.and apologies for slight de-
lay in replying.

It is excellent news that the Iris
Murdoch Society of Japan has been in-
augurated, that you plan a regular
Newsletter and indeed a conference.

I know that Iris had a special feeling
for Japan. It is apparent in A Severed
Head where Honor Klein wields the
Samurai sword and discourages on
power and spirit;in her play The Three
Arrows with its odd and touching pas-
tiche “Japonaiserie”, and—if I am re-
membering aright, as 1 write from

Wales far from my library, — possibly
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also in The Cood Apprentice. Of an art-
1st in a later work we are told that his
work was “understood and appreciated
in Japan, with good reason”. Could that
be Jesse Baltram?

John Bayley is with me and sends his
good wishes also. He mentioned that
among the last books in which he tried
to interest Iris were Tolkien znd Lady
Murasaki’s Tale of the Genjiz work she
loved, treasured and often prais==
With all good wishes and thanks 0 vou
better for all your endeavours
Yours,

Peter Conradi
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Jackson’s Dilemma
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Iris Murdoch and Plato

Platonism in Iris Murdoch is a large
subject with many ramifications. The
first part of this paper was concerned
with Plato as a subject of conversation
in the novels. Murdoch characters do
not often talk about him. But Plato 1s
such an inspiration in her work that oc-
casions when he is explicitly mentioned
attract attention, and, this paper ar-
gued, hold our attention too, because
talk of this kind has a special resonance.

Many characters refer to Plato occa-
sionally, and they sound on pleasantly
easy terms when they do. Readers who
are not philosophers may regard Plato
as a remote and difficult thinker,but for
these speakers he comes to mind as eas-
ily and naturally as Shakespeare. The
confident and lively tones of voice in
which Murdoch’s people talk about
Plato were explored In passages Sse€-
lected from The Nice and the Good,
Henry and Cato and The Book and the
Brotherhood.

The Scottish philosopher David Hume
distinguished between the philosopher’s
study and the practical world outside
the study door. Talk about Plato n
Murdoch belongs outside the study,
where lofty ideas mingle with everyday
muddle, sometimes with comic, some-
times with poignant results. Attention
was drawn to the lightness of touch
with which such effects are created in
dialogue.

The paper also touched on Murdoch’s
philosophical essays, showing how the

Neil McEwan

novelist’s imagination and sense of
humour enliven the deba she con-
ducts there with Plato, especially in ar-
guing about the value of art. Emphasis
was placed on the confident and objec-
tive approach to. Plato that Iris
Murdoch shares with Platonists in the

novels.

The last part of the paper mentior
one of Murdoch’s
-raries in the field of moral philc
the American Thomas Nage!

Mortal Questions, The View from No-
where and The Last Word * celebrated
essay in the first of these books, “What
is it like to be a Bat?”, indicates that
Nagel is a philosopher who shares
Murdoch’s interest, evident in all her
novels, in points of view other than the
human (an interest alsoc o be found in
Plato). Nagel's defence of objective
judgement in The Last liord and re-
marks there about Plzionism were
briefly summarized and recommended
The paper ended with some words
from a recent memoir bov Professor
Philippa Foot, who paid tribute to
Dame Iris, a friend since student days,
as novelist and philosopher
[A revised version of this paper 1s €x-
pected to appear in the next number of
the Journal of the Faculty of Letters of

Nara Women’s University.]
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